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PTOL-303 CONTINUATION SHEET 

The amendment filed 3/14/2008 under 37 CFR 1.116 in reply to the final rejection has 
NOT been entered. The final Office action, mailed 1 1/20/2007, is maintained. 

The proposed amendment to claim 103 does not obviously place the claim in condition 
I for allowance[.u;>jj.o^ In the 

prior action, it was indicated that the mutated residues disclosed in the present specification for 
E. coli valyl tRNA synthetase are conserved in the valyl-tRNA synthetases of Saccharomyces 
cerevisiae and other bacteria, and that one would expect that the same mutations in 
Saccharomyces cerevisiae and other bacteria could provide the structure necessary for the valyl- 
tRNA synthetases of to charge a tRNA Val with cysteine (pages 8-9 of the Office action mailed 
1 1/20/2007). However, the proposed amendment to claim 103 encompasses all yeast cells and is 
not limited to Saccharomyces cerevisiae. Further, the claim is drawn to mutations 
"corresponding to K277Q, R223H, V276A or D230N, which allows said valyl-tRNA synthase to 
charge compounds that show steric resemblance to valine." Thus, the claims encompass more 
than charging of a tRNA Va with cysteine. The additional compounds encompassed by the claim, 
as well as the nature of the correspondence of the mutation to specific mutations in homologous 
sequences, require further consideration. Accordingly, the amendment of claim 103 to delete a 
large amount of the text and add the new wherein clause significantly alters the scope of the 
claim such that further search and consideration are required. 

The proposed addition of new claims 1 19-132 raises new issues. The claims contain 
limitations that were not previously considered. Accordingly, the addition of new claims 119- 
132 would require further search and consideration. 
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With regard to Applicant's arguments directed to the rejections under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, all 
arguments are directed to the newly amended claims. As discussed above, the amendments have 
not been entered. Therefore, the arguments are moot and will not be addressed. No arguments 
directed to the pending claims have been presented. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer Dunston whose telephone number is 571-272-2916. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9 am to 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Woitach can be reached at 571-272-0739. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Jennifer Dunston, Ph.D. 

Examiner 
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